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SUBJECT: LEBANESE CRISIS: POSSIBLE APPROACH TO THE SHAH 

1. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, CLOSE TIES HAVE EXISTED IN THE PAST 
BETWEEN THE SHAH AND EORMER PRES CHAMOUN. CONSIDERING THERE- 
EORE THAT THE INTRANSIGENTCY OE THE CHRISTIAN SIDE, PARTICULARLY 
THAT OE EORMER PRES CHAMOUN, IS PROBABLY THE MAIN REASON 
THAT THE LEBANESE CHRISIS HAS NOW REACHED ITS WORSE STAGE, WE 
WONDER IF IT WOULD NOT BE ADVISABLE TO MAKE A DIRECT APPROACH 
TO THE SHAH AT THIS TIME ALONG THE EOLLOWING LINES: 

A. THE U.S. IS EULLY AWARE OE THE INORDINATE EEFORTS 

MADE BY THE SHAH TO RESTORE PEACE IN LEBANON FOR WHICH THE 
U.S. AND ALL OTHER COUNTRIES INTERESTED IN AVOIDING A MAJOR 
CONELICT IN THE AREA ARE GREATLY APPRECIATIVE. 

B. THE SHAH'S DEEP INSIGHT INTO THE PROBLEM AND THE USEEUL 
CONTACTS HE MAINTAINS WITHIN BOTH THE MOSLEM AND THE 
CHRISTIAN SIDES PLACE HIM IN AN UNUSUAL POSTIION TO EXER- 
CISE HIS INFLUENCE OVER A BROAD SPECTRUM OE THOSE INVOLVED. 

C. IN ANALYZING THE LEBANESE CRISIS IN LIGHT OF ITS POLICY 
ADVOCATING POLITICAL SOLUTION BASED ON MODERATION, CON- 
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CLUSION THAT THE CHRISTIAN SIDE HAS IN GENERAL SHOWED IT- 
SELE MORE INTRANSIGENT THAN THE MOSLEM SIDE. AT PRESENT MOST 
INTRANSIGENT OF ALL, IT WOULD SEEM, IS FORMER PRES CHAMILLE 
CHAMOUN. WE WONDER THEREFORE, IF THE SHAH'S EVALUATION 
OF THE LEBANESE CRISIS CONFORMS WITH OUR OWN, WHETHER 
THE SHAH WOULD CONSIDER ON AN URGENT BASIS EXERCISING HIS 
CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE WITH A VIEW TO GUIDING PRES 
CHAMOUN ONCE MORE ALONG THE PATH OF MODERATION AND THUS 
CONTRIBUTE TO REACHING THE GOALS WE ARE CONVINCED THE VAST 
MAJORITY OF LEBANESE OF ALL FAITHS DESIRE. 

GODLEY 
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